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An ambitious urban-
complex solution,
which has the potential
to rival anything the
First World has to offer,
is on the drawing board
for Port Harcourt.
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The master plan for the averpopulated Port

Harcourt incorporatas a new city which has
been designed to provide new
opportunities for the population and,

simultaneously, remedy what is wrong

with the old eity.

By Jason Boswell

Urban.sprawl
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Phase 1A, 1B and
Central City District

Phase 1A
Because the New City
development started from serateh,
it was essential to have a master
plan in place to ensura spatially ——
coardinated construction of

service infrastructure I

Farest
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1. New City

The new city aims to remedy the overcrowding
of streets, and the lack of open spaces and
community facilities and structures while
conserving the natural features of the area.
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1a) Central City District
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1b) Promenades and preservation
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In addition to the rehabilitation
plans for the govemment
precinct, several new urban-
design features have been
included in the new design for
the old city.

DEVELOPMEN
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Set to remain the
government precinct,
the old city's
rehabilitation will
include a waterfront
promenade, pedestrian
walkways and public
squares.
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Challenges posed

While all partias involved with the project
remain confident that it will suceeed, thers
are definitsly a number of real challanges

and p
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of the new

FARKING
GRRAGE

may

prove challenging. A detailed land-use

management system is being designed.

whaere it flows rathar than whare you want it
to flow,” Kriek imparts. Ease of maintenance

wias abso s driver in designing the

facing its
these are the fact that, locatsd in tha heart of
the Niger Delta, the area presents some

Among

difficult environmental challen
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Another challenge was the design of the
stormwrater and sewerage systems. Krisk
says thet, despite the fact that the distance
from the New City development and the
intamational aipert 1o the old city is about
40 km, the fall in ground over this distance is
only 20 m_ This extremely flat terain
presentad challanges in designing the city's
new stormwatsr and sewsaraga systams,

The decision wras, therefore, made to design
the starmwater system above ground. Kriek

says that this decision was reached for a
number of reasens. “Firstly, by keaping the
system above ground, construction costs
were reduced
Managemant of the stonmwater system was
also taken into consideration. Krisk notes
that the waterdesign team travelled to the
o leam from its

"The ides emerging from this visit is that it
is far gasier to manage 3

system above ground,
of tha new

may
alse prove ta be challenging to designers,
We: are in the

Krigk nate: rocess of

designing a detailed land-use managsment
system as & 1001 for the GPHCDA to use In
future. At the moment, there are no official
xoning requlations so there is no guarantee
that, if you put up a shopping sentra today,
there won't be an abattoir next door
tomomow™ Kriek states that the land-use
managemant dasign should ba
implemantad by the end of 2011 and the

In addition, the histeric population growth
has seen the waterfront effectively blocked
off from the old city Kriek states that the
relogation of thesa people, which may
involve hundreds of thousands, in order to
facilitste the rehabilitation design:

to pose chal
Kriek, the area's difficult building
conditicns due to high rainfall will impaet

ges. Further, sceon

strangly on future planning.
There is no doubt that the design and
planning of what the govemar for River
State. Rotini Ameechi. called "a new

city” will tue
Having te design a new vity from tha
ground up, including basic services and

wity’s 2oning will be g to
Arcus Gibb's design.

Tha population growth, current and historic,
also poses challenges for tha design team.

port systems, puses significant
challangas, Howaver, Kriek savs thers has
been good cooperation between the
varlous players Involved In the design and

“We have already seen of
informal housing arcund the new Onne
Port” Kriek notes, adding thet It has
proposed that & govemment b g s
relocated and built adjscent to the port in

erdar to curb further urban sprawl and
challenges In relocating people fo

system

future designs.

lanni and the has been
sat for a possibla success story in the
Niger Defta. Still in the esrly stages. it will

be i ing to watch as

they ecour and sae what lassons this
future “world-class city” will taach
designers snd planners scross the
continent. B




