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[ love
this field

‘What do you do?

| am @ civl technicion in the infrostruciure/ humen
sethement division for o big consufing firm in the
Eostern Cope that has been oround for at least 52
WEars.

| qualifiad through MU as a technician so | spend
maost of my time either on site inspecting projects or
in the office doing design, preseniations or wiiting
reports and attending to client gquerdes and neads.
| am alo nvalved in a bit of maorketing. On sle |
normally dress in jeans, f-shirt and helmet fo do sunvey
work [checking  leveisl, consfrucfion  progresses,
project management and design.

Wha' ks most challenging about your job?

Whal | mosty find chalenging ls the pressure we
often get from cients. When a client wants something
they do not alwoys oppreciate how long it tokes
to compie it and often give unredlistic deadines.
Meefing those deadines s nol oways aasy and
somefimas you go without slesp for nights In a row.
Recently. af three months pregnont, | had to work
thraugh the night, prasent rmy decumeant to the client,
effect ihe changes and re-submit the same day, You
oo have the challenge of bringing in new jobs,

Desciibe a typical day

wa nava the luxury of lexd-tfime, which means | come
into the offce anytime before Fom and leave ony-
time after 4pm. as long os | have weorked my full
sight hours. | work for o great companyl On o good
day | wil arive af the office af Barm with no clients
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or conlicchars fo meet, Then | head off to the
site to check the progress ond monitor the work,
On my refum, | will confinue with design work ar
administration of projects. Mo one woms technical
peaple about the amount of ime you will spend
deaing with people, paper work and lravelingl
Thers are dlse meetings and prasantations to attend
to aifher with the client or infernally In your spacific
campdany.

What odvice would you give to women enfering a
male-dominated career environment?

| havs found that women have meare presure fo
constanfly prove themselves. Men stil underming
ouf copability os women. Of course your oge ond
experiance have a lorge mpact on how sedously
they lake you. | love this field and cannot iImagine
any ofher suifakle position for me., However, men st
thirk it s Just their field. According fo surveys, even
the solary struciures are such that men ore normally
paid mare in this flele than women.

Whal do yeu do when you arz not at worl?

I am a sngle mather of one and expecting another
in o few weaks so whan Lam not studying fowards my
urbon enginearng Blech gqualiication, | spend time
with miy son. | also enjoy walking. reading and wiiting.
| have storted enjoying the wonders of Geogle. |
spend guite o lot of fime at night, when everyone
has gone o bed, ssarching just about anything and
everything. |love home decor Chrisfian articies on
e generally and keeping up fo date with South
Aldean news,

What characteristics and qualificafions do you need
for your cuirent position?

The minimum qualiicafion is a diploma in civil
enginesing.

Mast companias will offen do a psychomefric test fa
see which side of the brain you use .., unforfunately
mast of the fime engineers lock social skils but ore
gaod plonners.

8ut above ol, one needs fo be parlicipalive, reslient,
creative, have an inquisifive mind, lisken and focus.
Mehworking is imoorfant as sometimes you nead the
addad assistance of oulsiders to saak solufions,

What are your goals for the fulura?

Iwould fike fo be o project managerin my company,
Hopefully somadeay, | will own my awn business and
wse the skills | have picked up over the yveors either
in the public service, my own construction company
aftas a consultant,

Whal'= it like being o female in o typically male
doeminated enylranmenl?

Men do nof understand things sueh as pregnancy,
maternify l2ave and safaty on site. This is festing at
timeas.

You have to'comstantly prove your copabilifies.

IF you wersn'l In o paficular coreer whal would
you be?

| do not see myself doing semething complatety
different. | could possibly be o stoy-at-home mam
unning small businesses such as seling exciusive
clofning. weuld ako enjoy consulling in this field af
[Ty Cwn BOEE,




Women in Engineering
Leadership
March 2011

‘What do you do?

| am a civil engineer with Arcus GIBB [Pty) Lid. | om
amployed in fhe human seiflements services division,
and am curanlly working for the sonitation depart-
menl. Al the moment my work revolves around bulk
ouffall sewes dand wistewater tregtment waorks. Prior
to this. | spent some fime In the Waler Depariment
working on rural woter supply.

In general, my work includes fosks such as preparing
tander documentafion ond caleuiafing quantifies
for the schedulss of guonfities. Where necessary, |
reseanch and In gafe dosign ssues. | propars
design colculations, and collets doto for use In permit
applicafiens in collabaration with our environrmental
services division. Thaere b always projechkreioted
administration, and one has to baise with varous
authorifies ond other service providers,

As an enginesr, ane must be able to produce draw-
ings in order to communicate the desdgn to other
porties. | initally spent o number of yeors preparing
drawings - for tender, construction or reports. As you
progresses In your career, this lask is passed on to
juniors, but | still control drawing registers and the
allecotion of drawing numiers,

What is most challenging about your job?

| am still leorméng. so | have fo request help on new
tasks, Senior engineers are not always abis o afford
juriars the fime we actually need, which is frusirating
for both porfies. One has to leom quickly and mave
an, as there are always deadlines to meet, Mdnog-
ing your lima becomes mors challenging s the work-
lood increases.

Describe o fypical day

At the moment | om office-bosed, | deal with incom-
ing email: and cals, and work on various dasgns.
During the construction phose of o projact it is reces-
sary to lhalse with the resident anginears on site. This
mery involve investigoting certain issuas, perfarming
quick colculafions, discussing the mafter with more
senior engineers and reporting bock fo the res-
dent engineers. Often, tha day does not play out.os
planned - you need to “roll with fhe punches”|

What advice weould you give 1o women entering o
male-deminated corear anvironmeant?

As bong as women moke gendear an e, it owil
remain an ssuel Forget aboul It = get on with your
careerl  Stay frua o yoursell in all declings with
others. |Fyou redlly are woarth that which you belisve
yowsall to be, you wil be noliced and offorded
“opportunities. There's no need to force your way -
surprise theam by stealthl

What do you doa when you are not at worlc?

| do some voluntary first oid duties, but that’s about
all af this stage. | hove been o little too Dusy o fit
hobbies into my schedule recenty.

‘What characteristics and qualificallons do you need
for your current posifion?

in ferms of qualiicalions, you must hold a degres in
civil engineering - atfained at an ECSA-occradited
university. Characteristics such as personal infegrity
and wilingnest to lake respongbiity for your
decisions are vital. You must work well in o team.
bul be self-suificlent and able to work glone dnd
unsupearvised.

What are your goals for the future?

| om working towords ebtaining my professional
englneer siotus, 1'd like to study furthar once | have
decided on o specific career path.  Civil enginesr-
ing is such a broad carear =it offers so many different
opfions and opportunities. | have not explared
enough of these yet to setfle on a specific area of
interest,

What is it likke heing o female in a fypically male
dominated environmeni?

well, you become accustomed to being the only
femole ot mestings, codrees and presentations.
Jokes aside - it's not a big deal. As | siafed, T you
are compelent, there's nothing stopping you from
fackling any challenge. | have found that women
who constantly moke gender an issue in fhe work
place usually have a chip on their shoulders, or are
ot quite up o the siandord of their pesrs. Thars are
many competent famole enginesars who ara anjoy-
ing ther coreers, and who are making a difference
inthe ives of the peopla in the communities inwhich
they work.

If yau weren't in your parficular coreer whaot-wapld
yau be?

It would have to be something in the meadical,
analyfical or investigative fields, | would, probabiy.
have gone into forensic pathology.




