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Annual FIDIC conference

The engineering industry is more alive with possibilities than ever - a

bright future and career awaits those who dare to venture on the road of
this exciting trade. Highlighting this is Dr Willem Sprong, director of multi-

disciplinary engineering consulting company, GIBB. Dr Sprong, winner

of 2010's CESA's Young Engineer of the Year Award' recently attended
the annual FIDIC {International Federation of Consulting Engineers)

SPRONG ATTENDED THE 19 - 22 September
200 conferencs that was laballed ‘Managing
Innovation - The Way Forward', This thems
5-of particular relevance to engineers in
Sauth Africa. as innovetion is somefimes
perceived as an intmidating concept. difficult
o practice.

O the first day of the canference, at-
tenceas met for an informal meet and greet
SESSI0N where they hao the apoortunity to
mEet young engineers from all over the glabe,
*During. my corversations with some of the
ather endineers, it so0on became evident to
me Lhat the problems we experience in South
Africa regarding malters like skills shortage
and suscession planning are nol unique. In
fact, South Africa seems to be hetter off than
micsl countries,” ssys Dr Sprong.

conference in New Delhi, India,

AL e conference, it also came to light that the
majority of enginesrs across the word believe
that the rizks are oo high for them o deviate
from the 'tried and tested” and therefors they
terd o anly push the emvelope marginally, It
was aise argued that clients do notercourage
innovation, as they, in moestinstances, are not
prepared toshare in the associated risks that
come with innovation - & factor that surely
discourages engineers from stepping outside
the proverbial box,

“ther kevnotes address by the president
af FIDIC that were of parizular interest 1o mea
Torused on the growthof the engineering pro-

wsaian. It was clear 1o all that engineering has
the biggast infuence on e svele cost, com
parad D oanstruction. Even withi this in mind,
sl consullants gre appointed according to
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arice and not quality,” comments Dr Sprong,

He firmly believes that South Africans
need to promate engineerng as & profession
50 that this situation is reversed and that
guality becamas the deciding factor. *We,
the enginecrs, must maintzin high levals of
ethics in the industry,” ha says, “We are the
guardians of the construction industny: We
rmiest be provd and move forward. Regarolass
of the Fruit theread, vou should da vour duty fo
the best of vour abilite”




